












hite County has  

always been farm  

country. But in the 

last 15 years, farms of a 

different kind have been popping up 

around the county—vineyards. 

   With its first grapes planted in 1997, 

Blackstock Vineyards and Winery was 

the first vineyard in White County. It 

became a winery in 2006. 

   The microclimate of the north 

Georgia mountains is what first at- 

tracted owner David Harris to the area 

and eventually to his property on Town 

Creek Road. 

   “I had been looking at it strictly from 

the perspective of evaluating the climate 

data and looking at topography and ge-

ography,” he said. “Even when I had 

zeroed in on the property, I put ther-

mometers on the property to evaluate 

the range of where the grapes could be 

planted.” 

   The same things that attracted Harris 

to White County have attracted other 

winemakers. 

   Joe Smith, winemaker for Yonah 

Mountain Vineyards, came to White 

County from Florida in 2004 specifi-

cally  for winemaking.  

   “With the soil, the cooling period  

and the microclimate, it’s the best  

spot in the East for growing fine-wine 

grapes,” he said. 

   Owners Bob and Jane Millet were  

Looking for investment property in the 

Mountains when they bought Yonah 

Mountain Vineyards in 2005. They 

planted their first crop in 2007. 

   “We had taken an interest in high-end 

wines, and we had a Napa Valley con-

sulting team come in. This land is capa-

ble of growing world-class grapes,” Bob 

said. 

Habersham Winery opened the county’s 

first tasting room in the 1980s inside the 

Helen city limits. In 1998, Habersham 

moved its full-scale winery from Bald-

win to just south of Helen. 

   In the 14 years that have passed since, 

Habersham Winery has seen the wine 

country grow up, particularly from a 

tourism aspect. 

   “People come up for the purpose of 

enjoying wines, and they can visit sev-

eral wineries within a short distance. We 

do get people that are just passing by at 

our location, because we are so visible, 

but we’re starting to get more destina-

tion wine visitors,” said Steve Gibson, 

Habersham Winery’s general manager. 

   As the number of wineries in the area 

has grown, White County has become a 

popular destination for wine enthusiasts. 

   “We have a nice population of winer-

ies in the county. It’s becoming a desti-

nation location for wineries, and I think 

that’s working for everyone,” Gibson 

said. 

   The success of each wintery is inter-

woven with the other area wineries, and 

each contributes to the reputation of the 

region. 

   “I’ve embraced the philosophy that if 

the guy down the street has lousy wine, 

that’s not going to help us. If everybody 

has great wine, that brings us exponen-

tial growth,” Harris said. 

   “The thing is that Georgia, with the 

red clay, we have a flavor profile we 

impart on the wine that’s very consistent 

and very regional,” Harris said. 

   Hue and Jane Rainey, who have lived 

in White County since the 1970s, took 

on winemaking as a retirement business 

in 2007. 
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Reprinted with permission from the White County News. 

Vineyards are popping up all over Northeast Georgia. The article 

below was written for the White County News “Scoop,” an annual 

supplement that highlights main attractions in White County, GA. 

As you will read in the article, these successful wineries were 

started from scratch by their present owners. The owners of the 

property for sale at 3083 Helen Hwy. are in the midst of this vine-

yard frenzy, and they’ve already done the hard work….they bought 

the land and planted Zinfandel grapes that produced 3,000 lbs. of 

grapes in 2011. There’s plenty of land available to add more 

grapevines to grow this into a substantial winery. The buildings are 

already in place, so you can choose which one(s) to use as a wine 

tasting room. The sky is the limit with this endeavor! 

“This wine deal was not a passion of 

mine. I looked at it more like it might 

be a challenge,” Hue said. 

   The Raineys grow their grapes and 

make wine in their Sautee Nacoochee 

home. They had planned to set up a 

tasting room there, but instead bought 

a building on Ga. 17. 

   “We looked and looked and looked, 

we talked and talked and talked, we 

read and read and read,” Hue said. 

“Next thing you know, we jumped in. I 

liked what was happening in Georgia 

with the industry. It looked like it was 

going in a good direction. And I have-

n’t been disappointed.” 

   Hue Rainey was also on the front end 

of the tourism boom in Helen in the 

1970s. He said he sees a lot of similari-

ties between the Helen tourism boom 

and today’s wine tourism boom. 

   “Tourism is a lot of things. The main 

thing tourism is about is how you treat 

people. You’ve really got to make peo-

ple feel comfortable. But we think we 

have good wine too,” he said. 

   One Lumpkin County vineyard, 

Frogtown Cellars, is branching into 

White County with a new tasting room 

on Ga. 75 just south of Helen, expected 

to be open in April. 

   Owner Craig Kritzer said the win-

ery’s current location has seen 

“tremendous” tourism traffic, but he’s 

looking for more visibility with his Ga. 

75 location. 

   “That’s what brought us to the Helen 

area,” he said. “In Lumpkin County, 

people have to know we’re there and 

want to come see us. On Ga. 75, some-

one might just get a whim to come in 

and see us.” 

   The Helen tasting room, styled to 

mimic the main Frogtown facility, will 

offer event space. Kritzer said the tast-

ing room will also eventually become a 

winery where Frogtown makes spar-

kling wines. 
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          Q & A for Gabby’s Cabins 

B                     answered by the owners  by owners 

 

 

 

                    
WHEN WAS GABBY’S CABINS STARTED? 

 We purchased 9 acres in 1983 and built the first 3 cabins in 1988. We added 3 additional cabins in 

1992. In 1994, we purchased an additional 9 acres and added 4 more cabins. I am a custom home 

builder and solely designed and built all the cabins. Making the decision to sell was not easy, since 

we have a lot of blood, sweat and tears in this place, not to mention thousands of wonderful 

memories.  

 

IN YOUR OPINION, WHAT IS THE SECRET TO GABBY’S SUCCESS? 

 We are located in the North Georgia Mountains, just 4 miles south of 

Helen, the 3rd largest tourist attraction in Georgia. Highway 75, also 

known as Helen Highway, is the main thoroughfare that leads into 

Helen. Helen is known for its Bavarian/Alpine theme and attracts an 

average of 4 million tourists a year. In addition to the one-of-a-kind 

shops, Helen offers family entertainment, such as an enormous water 

park and tubing in the Chattahoochee River.  

 

 

HOW MUCH LAND IS INCLUDED WITH THE PROPERTY, and  

WHAT ADDITIONAL WAYS CAN THIS LAND BE USED FOR INCOME? 

 The property currently consists of 17.34 acres. Since we purchased the land, we have constructed 

10 cabins, an eight-foot deep stocked lake, a 4-9 bedroom estate home, an inground pool, a stage, 

storage and commercial laundry facilities, an office, underground utilities, and the vineyards. Some 

additional ways to use this property are: 

 

 

 VINEYARDS: The wine industry is booming in Northeast Georgia, 

growing rapidly just north of us. Gabby’s is located on the Tourist 

Wine Highway, recognized and publicized by the State of Georgia. 

 

 

    Helen, GA 
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Our vineyard produced more than 1,000 lbs. of Zinfandel grapes in the past and we are 

consistently adding more vines. 

 

 GOLD AND GEM PANNING: Gabby’s is located in the North 

Georgia Gold Belt. When our children were young, they ran a very 

successful gold and gem panning business. Tourists would see 

panners in our creek and stop on their way to Helen. At $3/pan, plus 

selling amethyst jewelry, our children’s income just during the 

summers was close to $30,000! With gold at an all-time-high, there is 

possibility for some real income here!  

 

 ADDITIONAL CABINS: Based on the current septic system, an additional 3-4 cabins can 

be constructed on the property. And since White County has no zoning ordinances, the 

968’ of frontage on Helen Highway lends itself to a multitude of commercial uses.  

 

 WEDDINGS: In 2009, we constructed a stage area next 

to the lake we built and have since hosted numerous 

weddings. The stage is designed for large bands and has 

dedicated underground electrical to be able to handle the 

most sophisticated sound system.  

 

WHEN WAS THE ESTATE HOME BUILT? 

 I built the home in 1989 and my family has resided in it ever since. Special features in the home 

include: 

 Sprinklers in the kitchen, living room and basement 

 Central vacuum system 

 High-efficiency furnaces 

 Four to nine bedrooms 

 4-1/2 baths 

 Custom cabinets 

 Built-in china cabinet 

 Inground swimming pool 

 Double Jacuzzi tub 

 

The home sits on 5.86 acres that are separately surveyed, making it possible to obtain a separate, 

low-interest home loan. This is great news, since interest rates are the lowest in modern history. 

 

Additional income ideas include converting the house to either a Bed & Breakfast, or a Wine 

Tasting Chateau!  

 

 

 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=gold+panning+pictures&view=detail&id=80066D3CFC500E35D7D63685444CA17207ECFBB7&first=91&FORM=IDFRIR
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HOW DO MOST OF YOUR GUESTS HEAR ABOUT GABBY’S CABINS? 

 About 65% of our guests are repeat customers. We really do treat our guests special. Many of our 

customers find us on the Internet. We have a great website at www.GabbysCabins.com that was 

totally updated in 2011. We also are long-time members of the Helen Chamber of Commerce, 

www.HelenGa.org, and that website promotes us as well. 

 

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR OCCUPANCY LEVEL FOR THE PAST 3 YEARS? 

 Between 2009-2011, our occupancy levels were 21%, 23% and 21%. Just imagine the upside 

income potential for you! Once you become a qualified purchaser (have proof of funds), you may 

request out Income Statement from Brent by emailing him at Brent@BrentHoffman.com. 

 

WHY ARE YOU SELLING GABBY’S CABINS? 

 Our children are grown and have families of their own. We want to downsize and retire. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
www.10Cabins4Sale.com 

http://www.gabbyscabins.com/
http://www.helenga.org/
mailto:Brent@BrentHoffman.com
http://www.10cabins4sale.com/
http://qrcode.kaywa.com/img.php?s=5&d=http://www.10Cabins4Sale.com
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